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SPECIAL ISSUE 
 
 

HIGHLIGHTS OF AIDA ACHIEVEMENTS AND ACTIVITIES IN THE XVI IWRA 
WORLD WATER CONFERENCE 

(Cancun, Mexico, 29 May to 2 June 2017) 
 
  

 
1.  INTRODUCTION 
 
In addition to individual papers presented by AIDA members in attendance at the Congress Regular 
Sessions, and to AIDA members sitting as panelists in several Special Session panels, AIDA 
convened or co-convened three Special Sessions. In addition, some promising opportunities 
emerged and will be pursued, for collaboration with other institutions on research projects or other 
initiatives. Other matters are also briefly illustrated in this Special Issue of Aquaforum.  
 
AIDA member G.Eckstein has served as 
Chair of the Congress International Scientific 
Committee. In his role as International 
Scientific Committee Chair, Mr. Eckstein has 
overseen the development of the Congress' 
thematic framework and the selection process 
for presentations, special sessions, and 
keynote speakers. This is probably the first 
time ever that a legal scholar has been given 
such position – something that AIDA can be 
proud of. 

 

 
 
  



 
2.  SPECIAL SESSIONS 
 
Special Session 49 - On-line Training Course on “The greening of water law – Implementing 
environment-friendly principles in contemporary water treaties and laws” (29 May) 
 
This Special Session was convened by AIDA. It consisted of two periods of 90’ each, with an 
intervening coffee break. AIDA members and course module authors S.Burchi, G.Eckstein, 
M.Nanni, R.K.Paisley, O.McIntyre, and M.Tignino presented their respective contributions to the 
course.  
 

 

The session was moderated by AIDA members 
and course peer reviewers R.Martin-Nagle, 
R.Stephan and L. del Castillo, and it was attended 
by some twenty-five participants.  The session was 
inaugurated by Mr. Eckstein. Mr. Burchi presented 
the context to the course, followed by an 
illustration of the module he contributed, on 
“National water law and the environment”. Mr. 
Eckstein presented next his module on the “Legal 
protection of groundwater systems”, followed by a 
Q&A period. 

 
After the coffee break Mr. O.McIntyre presented his module on “Equitable and reasonable use of 
water resources and ecosystem protection”, followed by a presentation by Mr. R.K.Paisley 
illustrating the group exercise he had developed on that topic for the course. Ms. M.Nanni and Ms. 
M.Tignino followed the same pattern, the former presenting her module on “No significant harm, 
pollution prevention and quality standards”, the latter illustrating the group exercise she had 
developed on that topic for the course. A short Q&A period followed the presentations. 
 
Special Session 53 – The law of transboundary aquifers – Moving forward until the next UN 
General Assembly session (31 May) 
 
The Special Session was convened by UNESCO-IHP, AIDA and IAH. It consisted of one 90’ 
session  featuring presentations by a panel of speakers, including in particular AIDA members M.de 
Chaisemartin (UNESCO-IHP), R.Stephan and S.Burchi, in addition to A.Rivera of the Geological 
Survey of Canada. Some thirty participants were in attendance. The session was moderated by 
AIDA member G.Eckstein. Mr. Rivera provided a historical perspective on transboundary aquifers 
and their management through the ISARM-Americas initiative, as an example of a purposeful 
attempt to bridge the gap between science and policy. Ms. de Chaisemartin illustrated examples of 
cooperation among concerned countries ongoing on select transboundary aquifers, while Ms. 
Stephan zoomed in on the UN Draft Articles on the Law of Transboundary Aquifers, and 
highlighted the contribution of science to the conceptualization and drafting of the Articles. Mr. 
Burchi illustrated how the obligations crystallized in treaties and agreements on transboundary 
waters in general, and on transboundary aquifers in particular, reverberate on the domestic water 
legislation of Party States to those treaties and agreements. A short Q&A period followed the 
presentations.  
  



 
Special Session 58 on the UNESCO-IHP Manual “Hydro-diplomacy, Legal and Institutional 
Aspects of Water Resources Governance – From the International to the Domestic Perspective”  (1 
June)  
 
The Special Session was co-convened by UNESCO-IHP and AIDA. It consisted of two periods of 
90’ each, with an intervening coffee break. Copies of the UNESCO-IHP Manual had been shipped 
in advance, and were distributed to all participants. These numbered approximately fifty. AIDA 
members and Manual co-authors G.Eckstein and S.Burchi, and AIDA member R.K.Paisley, 
demonstrated the Manual following an interactive classroom-style pattern. The audience was very 
responsive to the interaction invited by the speakers – something which made for a very successful, 
if un-conventional, session. Following a short introduction to the Manual by Mr. Burchi, Messrs. 
Eckstein and Paisley illustrated and demonstrated together the Manual chapter on international 
water law, followed by Mr. Burchi’s illustration and demonstration of the Manual chapter on the 
interaction between international water law and domestic water law. There was no room or scope 
for Q&A, as the audience had ample opportunity to interact with the presenters in the course of the 
demonstrations provided. 
 
 
3.  OTHER INITIATIVES 
 
Governance of source-to-sea water quality management 
 
As a direct result of Mr. S.Burchi’s and Ms. R.Stephan’s participation as invited panelists in a 
Special Session on “Towards SDG implementation – ensuring water quality from source to sea”, 
convened by the Action Platform on Source to Sea Management (S2S Platform) and IWRA, AIDA 
was approached by the IWRA president to develop a research project to survey governance 
structures for source-to-sea water quality management and pollution control. The project would be 
with a view to bridging the gap eventually between the freshwater and the marine perspective, 
respectively, to water quality and pollution control. IWRA offered to secure funding for an AIDA 
proposal. Mr.Burchi and Ms.Stephan will develop a Concept Note for IWRA, in consultation with 
other AIDA Executive Council members 
 
Conference addressing water law and governance issues in Bosnia 
 
AIDA member Mr. S.Bogdanovic conveyed in a meeting he requested of AIDA Executive Council 
members in attendance the possibility a scientific conference to be convened in Sarajevo to debate 
issues of water law and governance in Bosnia and Herzegovina, from the international to the 
domestic level. Mr. Bogdanovic said there are some open issues that could be debated if the 
authorities in Bosnia and Herzegovina would support such AIDA event. AIDA being ideally 
positioned to lead the exercise, it was agreed that Mr. Bogdanovic will draft a Concept Note, on the 
basis of which a costed scientific programme will be fleshed out by the AIDA Executive Council, 
for the consideration of the Government of Bosnia and Herzegovina, and of other willing sponsors.  
 
Water law-themed Special Issue of Water International 
 
IWRA had already accepted AIDA’s proposal to develop a Special Issue of Water International 
which would collect a selection of the best legal papers presented at the Congress. This will make 
the third in a row, after the water law-themed Special Issues which had issued from the XIV and the 
XV IWRA Congresses, respectively, marking a steadily growing collaboration with IWRA on 
water law themes. The opportunity of the Congress was availed to enlist AIDA member Ms. 



M.Tignino as guest-editor for the Special Issue. As with the past two water law-themed Special 
Issues of Water International, the guest-editor will be assisted by three co-editors to be appointed 
from among willing AIDA members.   
 
 
4.  SPECIAL EVENTS 
 
IWRA Crystal Drop awarded to AIDA member Dr. Salman M.A. Salman 
 

 

AIDA member Dr. Salman M.A. 
Salman was awarded by IWRA the 
distinguished Crystal Drop award, at 
a ceremony held on 1 June. In his 
acceptance remarks, Dr. Salman 
graciously accepted the award as 
recognition of the good work of the 
entire community of water lawyers. 
The acceptance and keynote address 
by Dr. Salman is reproduced as an 
annex to this Special issue of 
Aquaforum. 
 

 
AIDA reception  
 
AIDA organized an informal reception in the evening of 31 May, in the Aloft Hotel on the 
Congress premises. The reception was well attended by many AIDA members present at the 
Congress, as well as by several invited potential new members. In his welcome address, the AIDA 
chairman paid tribute to distinguished AIDA member and IWRA Crystal Drop awardee Dr. Salman 
M.A. Salman. The latter took the opportunity to illustrate the issues so far of the new Journal Brill 
Research Perspectives: International Water Law which he edits, and invited contributions from the 
audience to the future issues of the Journal. 
 
 
   
  
  



Annex 
 

Acceptance and Keynote Address 
Crystal Drop Award 

International Water Resources Association 
16th World Water Congress 

Cancun, Mexico, Thursday June 1, 2017 
Dr. Salman M. A. Salman 

 
Thank you very much Ben, thank you Jim and Patrick 
 
Good afternoon water colleagues and friends 
 
I am deeply humbled by my selection as the co-recipient of the Crystal Drop Award 2017. It is 
indeed a great honor being a member since 1994 of the International Water Resources Association - 
the premier, global, inclusive think tank that encompasses all the disciplines and experts around the 
world working on water resources.  
 
Thus, it is particularly rewarding and gratifying that this distinguished community of experts has 
recognized my work on water law and policy, and on the urgent need for cooperation on shared 
watercourses. This is a mission I have embarked on some decades ago at my hometown, Khartoum, 
at the confluence of the Blue Nile and White Nile in the Sudan. 
 
It is also a special privilege to share this Award with my friend Cecilia Tortajada. She was the first, 
and thus far, the only female president of the Association. I had the opportunity of working as a 
director under her presidency in 2007 - 2009, and had witnessed her hard work and dedication to 
strengthen and advance our Association. 
 
To my colleagues and friends in the legal arena of water resources, I would like to reiterate that this 
Award is really ours together. It is a timely reconfirmation of the vital role that national and 
international law can, and indeed, should play in the management, sharing, and protection of water 
resources. 
                                                      

****************** 
 
Allow me fellow water colleagues and friends, after this acceptance speech of the Crystal Drop 
Award, to deliver a short address on the role and contribution of our International Water Resources 
Association on the on-going debate on the challenges facing water resources. 
 
We have now been in Cancun together for almost a week, for our sixteenth Congress, debating and 
brainstorming on the tremendous challenges facing the planet’s most scarce and precious resource. 
Hence, I thought I would use my remaining time for a quick overview of how the road to this 
week’s Congress has been paved, and to bring to light the great efforts that have helped in 
expanding and strengthening our contribution to water resources management. 
 



The efforts of the Association in this connection are almost half a century old, and can be traced to 
the seventies of last century. During all these years the Association’s role in the debate has been 
immense and substantive, its voice loud and audible, and its publications, recommendations and 
actions have contributed considerably to the successes that have since been achieved in the water 
sector. Indeed, one can safely contend that the Congresses, debate, and actions of the Association 
had preceded in earnest, and influenced, all the other global efforts in this field. 
 
The idea of establishing a water institution encompassing all the disciplines working on water 
resources, and open to all the experts around the world, was debated in the sixties of the last century 
during the meetings of the American Water Resources Association. However, it was in May 1970 
that the first steps were taken for putting this idea into effect. Eighteen months later the preparatory 
work was completed, and the International Water Resources Association was officially formed and 
registered, and was legally incorporated in the State of Wisconsin in the USA on 29 November 
1971.  
 
On April 1, 1972, Mr. Ven Te Chow, Professor of Hydraulic Engineering at the University of 
Illinois, was elected as the first President of the Association. The business office was opened in that 
month in Falls Church, Virginia, with 195 members, representing the major disciplines working on 
water resources, from more than 40 countries. Thus, the Association was born, hitting the ground 
running.  
 
The first Association’s World Water Congress was held a year and half later, on September 24 – 28, 
1973, in Chicago, Illinois. Indeed, the event marked the birth of the Association, with an impressive 
attendance of more than 200 experts, representing the major disciplines concerned with water 
resources, from 62 countries. The theme of the Congress was “Importance and Problems of Water 
in the Human Environment in Modern Times.” That Congress can accurately be called the first 
world water forum, and the official launching of our Association as a multi-disciplinary global 
water institution. The conclusions and resolutions of the first Congress included two important 
aspects, namely: 
 
One: The need to develop a significant new international and interdisciplinary approach on water 
resources. 

Two: Many common problems exist among nations and water users which can best be solved 
though a cooperative and coordinated approach. 

Thus, the Association was, in 1973, clearly ahead of its time and other institutions. Aren’t these 
issues still the focus of our discussion, even this weeks in Cancun? Aren’t we still debating multi-
disciplinary approaches, integrated water resources management, and the need for cooperation at 
both the national and international levels for addressing the challenges of management, sharing and 
protection of water resources? 
 
The year 1975 witnessed two major and significant developments. In July 1975, the first issue of 
our flag journal – Water International – was published as the first periodical devoted exclusively to 
water resources management, with articles addressing the multi-disciplinary approach, by experts in 
all fields of water resources.  



 
The second development was the holding of the Association second Congress in New Delhi, India, 
in December 1975. The Congress was organized under the theme “Water and Human Needs.” It 
was attended by more than 1,200 participants from 45 countries, who presented and discussed more 
than 260 rich multi-disciplinary papers.  
 
The second Congress was hosted by, and co-organized with the Association by the Central Board 
for Irrigation and Power in New Delhi. This approach set in motion the precedent of hosting of the 
Congress by the national water institutions, with the assistance and guidance of the Association – a 
practice we have seen even this week in Mexico, with the organization of ANEAS in Cancun of the 
16th Congress. It is worth mentioning that Mexico also hosted the third Congress that was organized 
thirty-eight years ago, in April 1979 in Mexico City. The theme of that Congress was "Water for 
Human Survival." About 1,500 participants from 80 countries attended and presented more than 
500 papers. These are impressive numbers, interestingly, almost similar to the numbers we are 
having this week in Cancun. 
 
The multi-disciplinary nature of the Association was proven to the letter when the members of the 
Association elected Guillermo Cano as the second president in 1979 for the period 1980 to 1982. 
The more than one hundred legal colleagues who are here this week for the 16th Congress will be 
pleasantly surprised to learn that the second president of the Association, almost forty years ago, 
was a lawyer, and not an engineer or a hydrologist. The Association confirmed beyond doubt its 
multi-disciplinary character. 
 
The role and influence of the Association on other concurrent and parallel events in the water sector 
have also been quite prominent from the early days. Soon after the United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP) was established in 1972, an invitation was extended to some members of the 
Association to help with UNEP water program. Dr. Chow and Dr. Biswas assisted UNEP in that 
task, and were able to include much of the Association’s philosophy in UNEP water policies and 
program.    
 
In fact, it was the influence and push of the Association that led the United Nations to hold the first 
ever conference exclusively devoted to water resources – the Mar del Plata Conference in Argentina 
in 1977. The secretariat of the Mar del Plata Conference included a number of Association’s 
members, and the Association contributed considerably to the stounding success of that conference, 
and its resolutions and action plans.  
 
It was also the Association’s eighth Congress in Cairo in 1994 that paved the way for the 
establishment of the World Water Council, and later the Global Water Partnership. Henceforth, the 
mobilization of action on critical water issues at all levels would be undertaken by the World Water 
Council; the coordination aspects by the Global Water Partnership; leaving the Association to 
concentrate, as a think tank, on the intellectual aspects of water resources management. The World 
Water Forums organized by the World Water Council every three years would complement, rather 
than compete with the Association’s triannual Congress. Some past presidents of the Association 
would assume the presidency of the World Water Council, and vice versa, and this has helped in 
transplanting of their unique experience, and in the coordination of the respective activities. 



 
I can continue for the rest of this afternoon talking about the tremendous influence and contribution 
of our Association. However, I need to stop here, and conclude with the reminder that despite the 
successes we have achieved, existing challenges to water resources are multiplying and mounting, 
and new ones are surfacing every day. We need to remain relevant and effective. However, we can 
only do so by redoubling our efforts, and by continuing to be innovative, proactive, adaptive, and 
responsive.  
 
Thank You Very Much. 
 
 
 
 


